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The Arry ia obviously.the weak spot in the rresent remire; it reactad under-
gtandin-ly toc the esecames of wenerals and hith officers. Sizng of growing
demcraiization ars arparent. )

The present vrevime has little hope of suprort from the Army. Thercfwo, a
further widesrread clean-up will take rlace in the Army; 21l those whe sre
onder the sli-htest suspieion will ke apprehendsd,

3‘ @ Chief of the General Staff, Gemsral of the Arry Boeek, 13 on foreed lesave,
11& position of Gensral uvoboda, Mrister of Nutional Dafnnse, i1s shaky., 4

ty of his resi-mation is heinp considered, and in such event R. Slansky,
uenesml of the Communist Farty anil leader of its radical wing, is ex-
The f1i~ht of feneral Ferjencik had a éer\ressing

50X1-HUM

Instructions on rreparation of black-ohte have been repealed, There are rumors
that rebilization of five year srours is being viconoad. i{,ﬁ,ggre,ng:

s ig vrobably proparation for e¢alline up of five resenve year groups by
ivvus of Art. 27 of the Czechoslovak Defense law, 1.,8. the extracrdinary call-
1up of resecvves in peacetime.)

The Soviet meneral staff heg leveled sarious eriticlsrsat rrescnt conditions

in the Czechosiovak Army and hes passed then to the Czechoslovak Government.
fussian nilitary observers “ake part in variocus training raneuver activities

of the Czechoglovak Army. Concentration of the Army eontimues in northumst
Hoheria, sonthern 3oheria, and sonthern oravia. Corrent:s This is

vory likely corrlementation of units situated o2 the Czech or Bavarian frontier.
the part facing the U.S. Zene, =it~ ven and officers of sleleton mnits such as
the Jeventh Independent Brisade, the Thirteenth Division, and the Hinth and the

Tanth Divisions.) 50X1-HUM
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traips with fovielt equipment have arrived in southern Bohermia. This infore
mation is accurate and reliable. \
in the Krumlov region foriifications are beine mailt and eqirment concamtratedli./l
50X1-HU
reparations are under wmy to establish Tevezin as
et : 50X1-HUM

a conecentration carp again,

The units in Klatov have been transferred to Domazlice and Rokycany and re-
placed br units elonzins to the Seeond Indpondent 3rigade stationed in

Slovakia,

At the Warsaw Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Eastern Bloc, militery
experts expressed dissatisfaction remarding the Crechoslovalk Army bagause it

is poorly squipped, lacks sufficient training, has a low rorale an? is generally
unreliable,

2. FPolitieal Infoymation
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The Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreirm Affairs has rreyared a Hill according to
vhich Hungarians will have minority status in Cmechoslovaids, The bill is in
the hands of the Cabinet now and wlll be discussed shortly. The Hunparians
suprosedly are to get the same rights accorded to minorities bafove 1938,

Information fror Moseow reached Prague that Russia is deterrined to =o on with
the Big Four confsrences and a warninr- is being riven to Prague that a diseus-
sion of Eastern Polish frontiers eannot be ruled out and that it ig rogeible
that Russia will have to make certain compensations to Germany, consequently
disfavoring roland. In sueh evont, liogscow warns Frague, that decision will be
followed immediately by negotiations om the Tesin question and Czecheslovakia
will have to cade Tesia to Poiand, .

The Czechoslowal Government ham asked Yogoslavia for sunnlies of cercals., The
raquest has been turned down. The rumor of Tugoslav intentions of breaking
the Czechoslova-Yugoslavy Trade agreerent had a depressing offact on Prague,

President Peron of Argentina is supposed to viglt Czechoslovakia duwing hig
tour of Burope. Arrangements for his visit wers mde 3n Prague by the Czecho-
slovak Minigter in Buenos Aires, Mr. Kunosi (a Commmist) who was astonished
by the miserabls conditions in Czechoslovakia, In a private conversation ho
said that the people in Czechoslovakia would be harpy te have one-tenth of the
freedom previaling in Arpentina,

When the dispute over Berlin began, the Czechoslovak Government recquested in-
strctions from Moscow., The military instructions remain unknown. From the
political instrietions, the last sentenes is suppoged %o ctate: "Czeschoslovak
Cabinet Membérs and other prominent rergonalities are assured the right of

asylum in Moscow,” (This news seems surprisine and its significance is diffi-
cult to see without s knowledse of the rrsceding sentencas. It may be an agsur-
ance for the case of an energency such as an internal coup or in case of Russia's
withdrawal from Central Europe. Both possibilities seer to be rerote, and a
further investigation inte the rattor wuld be nacessary to reveal the real
meaning of the sentence.)

During a discussion about Slet rrocesdings, Rattinger, the chiof of the Cormu=
nist polithur=au and manarer of the Commnist rembars of parliament club, said
%o one of the mewbers of the Crechoslovak Socialist party: I am surprised at
your psople; soon they will have rvhat they want anyhow,t '
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Richard Slansky, brother of the secretary-general of the Corrmnisth Party,
Rudolf Slansky, strove in vain to become director of the Czmechoslovak Presg
Bureau. Finareial affairs prevented hir Ffrom succeading, Ue will be named
anbassador te Pakistan,

b
o

he The government has extsnded the law regardine action corrittees. Consequently
all arranserents and activities of the action committees after the Febmary
coup will bs lemalized. 'The effects of this law will be terrible. The Consti-
totional Cormititee of the Imrlisment hau sugmested Lo Lhe Govermrwent that it
rodify the law. ’

i. There are rerorte of widening splits in the Czechoslovak Cormunist Farty,
Oprosition against the influential eenters of the rerty takes various forms.
Even anti-gemitism is used to build up cxiticism of ceniral hedies such as.
the Polithureau whose menmbors harpeni to “e Jewish (Rattinqer, Taussigova,
Slansky, Barss, Dr. Z. Stain). The disintegrating influcnes of the olements
of those who entered the Czechoslovak Corrmnist Farty after February 25, 1948,
| 1s evident. The older Comrmnists are askin~ for an uppar hand in the Republic
and in the party. There 1s sharp criticism of Cottwald as wresidens and of
apotocky as premier of the rovernmment, The insignificant influence of the
Gommmist newspapers, rost of whiech remaln unaonld, Is being rointed out.

3. Internal politiecal aitwation
4. To a greater extent members of the 978 and SUB are trylng to establish contact
with the illegal oprosition rovement.,

b, The people are more and - ore epenly commentines on the increcsing 4ifficnlties
in supplies and production. There is a contimous drop of various items from
the market, and there are no raw matevials, The poralace is infuriated by the
report that Czechoslovakia will supply the Russian ceenration zone in Gerrany,
martienlarly Rerlin, 50X1-HUM

é e, ‘the rress has recaived orders

: o inrluence and pacify mass opinion. Paycholosically, this is not well worlked
out; the veople resd articles not to be recified but to convines thenselves by
the fact of public denials thas the whispered revorts are trus. The Cormunists
consider the internal poltical situstion as very ssriouns.

d. Upe thing is lackinv at this tims - aid and surport from foreism broadeasts, |
interegk i3 increasin<ly concentrated on the Voice of irerica as the Lordon
broadeast gesms not to be outspoken envush, The peonls listen a great deal to
Zoreion boradeasts, but what they want to hear is the imredis’e reaction abroad
to events in Czechoslovalkia deseribed in correet lanware wiich avoids ridieuy-
dous or uncormen usade,

&. The disintesrating int rnal rolitical situation is gravaly affected Yy wartime
demages. As long as this state of affairs exists the Cormmnists will have a
Lirrer mrip, In the meantime eofforts to securs alibls are symptoms of the
unsettled irtornal situation. lany people are trying to establish a line of
areuss for their dealin~s after the 25th of Febmmary.

£, Reports of the flishts of Minister Majer and Geneval ‘lasal had simificant
effects. The reople desw from the Tlirht of prominsat personalities proper

gonclusions about the validity of offieial reports on "ihe suezess of the
vizilant national security.® ) )
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Events in Yusoslavia have fulfilled their ~cal and inepired new hove.
People are sayins that things can be taken care of. in their own way sven
without war. They are aware that resistance awainst Corrmr-ist expansion
is gaining In strength in rore than one place.

4. Econorie Situation
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Liguidation of the riddle class is beinns planned.

Towsver, ons of the greatest danwers for the Communists is the situstien
amon~ workers. The morale of the workers 1s shattered. The rajority of

the workmen follow the nloran: "ork 1ittle for mech ray." ltost of the
vorking hours are idled awav, and workers come to work late and leave hefore
they should. A% work debates are bragenly earried on, the URO (Trade Union
Organization) is criticized and openly blamed. The workers frankly state
that this sitvation earsued 1 "%, Beocause of his attack asainst the de-
roralization of the -orkewrs. “anoicky has become & rost unpopular individual.
The wrkers insist on a five day week, with Saturdey and Sunday off, UOnly a
small part of the Communigt woriers take the factory rrovran geriously. The
other workers loathe and avsild ther. Newiy solected workers ave warned absut
these. ‘“orkren are continually basine shifted. Fox example, in a swall factory
within three months the entire Soree 1z newv. : :

There is a complete lack of raw materials. The items whose vreduction derends
uwpon irporded raw raterials are vt -aing from the markets. Jorkers notics this
and flly realfne that the sconnric canditions ‘are Geotined to chanps, Already
corpar electric uire is unarail-“lc, EBEleetrie installations are inrossible.

The Soeial Demscrats are earryins on widsspread sabotare in the textile in-
Austry. There is no fruit or meat to he had. Free rapkot items aps gradually
disappearins from the Slovak markets, The peasants rafuse to =91l even on the
tlack market.
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The brief remarks about resctionary groups in the Sokol which appearsd irmedi-
ately after the Sokol Consress (Slst) were replaced by a staterent of the offi-
cial Czec-oslovak Associstion of Sokoln and by an article writeen by the nrime
minister, Zapotocky. This mave riso to a wild canpaion for a rurge in the Sokol
ranks in vhich the plans and resolutions of trade unions rlayed a prominent and
wsll terted part. Several thomeand reorle are expectod to ba ousted from the
Sckol. The Association of Czech Youth and other Cormunist riled orzanizations
have rsceived instructions to nrompt “heir members %o Join the Sokol or-~anize-
tion and thus change the mtitern of its nembership, The old Sokol funetionaries .
will be replaced. The resuli of these measures is a rapidly deelinin~ interest
in the Sokol. It is however, hoped that the anti-re~ims activities in the Sokol
will eontinue and people most apt for it 'All remain members. It ic also a gon-
aral expoetation that rany athlates taking part in the Dlyrpie mames will not
roturn.  Bsfore their depavture for London each individual's reliability was
vaxy carefully investimated. ilany were refused rassports. Representatives of
the press who went to London ware exelusively those belonging to Nude Pravo,
lada Fronta, and Prace, all solidly Cormnist rapers,
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